[Usefulness of epidural catheter with the subcutaneous reservoir for cancer pain control in homecare service].
The epidural block therapy is offered to reduce one of the side effects of systemic administration of opioids such as drowsiness. Hence, it is necessary to set a subcutaneous reservoir to prevent a catheter-related infection for a long period of time. One hundred twenty five patients with this manipulation during the year 2004 to 2010 showed a significant improvement in their pain level calculated by Numerical Rating Scale(NRS). However only 30 cases could be proceed to the homecare. There was one case of catheter-related infection in 30 homecare cases. It is useful to establish the common strict guidelines between hospital doctors and general practitioners for the management of the epidural catheter with subcutaneous reservoir.